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1999 Shiraz, Greenock vineyard

S PRING ING INTO A N E W B A R O S S A YE A R
Spring is such a magical time of year

but we look forward to producing our

our way of sharing our stories with you

here in the Barossa. Budburst. It is indeed

estate wines for you!

when you aren’t here with us! You might

a sight to behold, as tight buds turn
into fluffy pink balls that burst to life;
with pastel pinks and greens a beautiful
contrast to the aged trunks that have
stood the test of time in our vineyards.
It isn’t long until the vines have a
growing

canopy,

working

towards

flowering in coming weeks and we’re
fully into a new Barossa year. What will
vintage 2020 hold? We’re not sure yet,

We’ve had a lot of change here at
Elderton since our last Buzz instalment in
March. With new faces in the vineyard,

also like to find the blog on our website
to keep you connected between Buzz
editions.

winery and Cellar Door come new ideas

Where will you find us this spring?

to join with the passion of our existing

Enjoying pizza at Ember, shopping locally

team members. Learn more as you turn

at the Barossa Farmers Market and

the pages...

enjoying a wine on the lawn at Cellar

We hope you enjoy learning about

Door. Cheers!

what’s happening at Elderton; this is

printed on 100% recycled paper

JULES & BROCK TAKE CONTROL IN THE CELLAR
AT ELDERTON, WE LOVE A GOOD STORY
Neil and Lorraine Ashmead started this
story nearly 40 years ago when they
moved to the Barossa. They ambitiously
started a fledgling winery against the
odds, which over many decades of hard

We are also ecstatic that Brock
Harrison joined us as Winemaker in
August. He is working alongside Jules to
ensure that delicious, varietal, regional
wines of character will continue to be
produced by Elderton.
Now back to our love of stories; this is

into one of one of the Barossa’s, and

how a great full-circle story happened…

wineries.

The following year, in 2003, a tall and
well-presented young man walked into
our Cellar Door and asked for a weekend
job. The team at Elderton were instantly
taken with his enthusiasm, passion and

work and determination has evolved
Australia’s, most successful small family

THE BEGINNING

knowledge. Brock worked as a member
of our Cellar Door crew for two years.

When Elderton announced plans to

When it came time for Brock to

build a winery within the confines of the

undertake his first vintage in 2005, a

The stories continue to be told by

township of Nuriootpa, starting the build

mandatory part of the winemaking

Cameron and Allister, the second-

process in 2002, the Ashmead family

degree, Cameron and Allister knew he

generation brothers who are currently at

underwent a whole raft of community

would work well in our team. He was

the helm of the family operation.

consultations

enthusiastic throughout vintage and won

Following the resignation of Richard

to

ensure

that

our

neighbours were happy.

our inaugural ‘Broken Shovel Award’,
given to the hardest working cellar hand

Langford from the position of Senior

One of our neighbours, who lived

Winemaker in June (he is now at Two

about 100 metres from the proposed

Hands), we were delighted to announce

winery, was Dean Harrison. Dean had

that Julie Ashmead – Jules – was stepping

been living in his home for almost 25

into the newly created position of Head

years (at that point, and now well over

of Production, overseeing both viticulture

40), and he and his wife Sue raised their

obtained a graduate position at Pernod

and winemaking at Elderton.

three children there.

Ricard

Along with raising half of the third

His questioning was astute, and he

generation of Ashmeads with Cameron,

challenged the Ashmead family on

Jules is the fifth generation winemaker

many things. His last question was,

at

has

“Are you going to give our kids a job?”

worked vintages around the world and

Campbells

of

Rutherglen,

Lorraine Ashmead responded, “Only if

previously held positions at Two Hands

they are worthy!”

and Turkey Flat. She helped Richard in
the winery at Elderton over many years
and is excited about the opportunity of
this new position.

- he broke the shovel in eagerness to
set a record time for digging out a nine
tonne open fermenter full of Shiraz skins.
After

finishing
(owners

his
of

degree,
Jacob’s

Brock
Creek

among others). He worked there for 13.5
years, with experience in all aspects of
winemaking.
FULL CIRCLE
A true Barossa success story, Brock now
starts a new chapter in his winemaking

Little did we know that Dean and Sue’s

career. It also has to be said that we

son had just started studying Oenology

have now answered Dean Harrison’s

at Adelaide University.

question – and Brock is a very worthy
candidate indeed!

Brock Harrison and Jules Ashmead

“Great wine
comes from
great fruit
which comes from
great vineyards...”

IN THE VINEYARD
2019 HERALDS A NEW BEGINNING
This is a very exciting time for our three
estate vineyards covering the breadth of the
magnificent Barossa. With new hirings, new
technology, new equipment and a mindset
to be the absolute best of the best, Elderton
is embarking on a renewed sustainability
production plan to ensure that the fruit that
Jules Ashmead and Brock Harrison get to
work with in the winery is nothing less than
first class.
Peter Wild, our intrepid Vineyard Manager,
has been joined by our first ever graduate
Viticulturist, Conrad Pohlinger, along with
Steve Scholtus as our man on the ground to
ensure that the vineyards get the attention
they need. These new team members not
only mean that we have more manpower
than ever before, but we have more
expertise, more science and more general
know-how to track the growth, health and

1894 Command Shiraz vineyard

The future as we see it is a return to
the past. It is about soil health, creating
biodiversity and allowing vineyards to excel
through more care and attention. Chemical
treatments have been absolutely minimised,
and things like native grasses and mulch from
our own compost pit will give the vines a solid
foundation to get through the good and
the tougher seasons as climate change will
continue to be forefront in our thinking.
New

watering

systems

are

being

implemented, allowing us to use our very
limited water resources smarter and more
effectively. A frost fan has even been
effects of unseasonable frosts, which was
the cause of much devastation last season
where Elderton’s Nuriootpa vineyard lost
between 70–90% of our expected yield
(which is terrible news for Command and
Ashmead lovers).

future of the vineyards that make our wines.

A BRIGHT FUTURE

SUSTAINABILITY

It is the Ashmead family’s belief that placing

The concept that is at the forefront of
everyone’s minds is sustainability and it
is the Ashmead’s desire that we not only
control the destiny of some of the world’s
oldest vineyards, but also ensure the long
term health and viability of all our vineyards,
including the new plantings.

Conrad Pohlinger

purchased to try and mitigate the terrible

even more resources into our most important
asset will ensure the future remains bright, as
we slowly creep towards the third generation
taking over at Elderton, and we will continue
to produce some delicious and compelling
wines along this journey from some really
healthy and happy vineyards.

Steve Scholtus

OUR WINES
Spring has seen the release of some of our

Lorraine and 2017 Barossa Cabernet

that you do not miss out. We expect that

2019 wines, along with new vintages of

Sauvignon. This is alongside recent

there will be a number of months where

some of our loyal supporters’ favourites.

releases that we’ve shared by email or

some wines will be sold out, until the next

These new vintages sit alongside the

in Cellar Door.

vintage.

wines we released on 1 March, so we

We would also like to share that 2019

If you have any questions about

thought we’d share a little more about

was such a tiny vintage (less than 50%

our wines, please contact our Cellar

each wine.

of our ‘normal’ production), so if you are

Door team on 08 8568 7878 or by email

We are excited to release, in this

interested in our 2019 wines, please stock

elderton@eldertonwines.com.au.

edition of The Buzz, the 2016 Ode to

your cellar as the wines are released so

2015 COMMAND SHIRAZ

The top Shiraz in the lineup is the 2016

Command is truly an expression of

Fifteen Shiraz... With hints of grilled

place, and we are proud to be the

meat, dark fruit and mocha notes on

current custodians of a rare piece of

the long finish, this wine should age

Barossa Valley viticultural heritage.

effortlessly for up to two decades.

Single vineyard, planted 1894.

97 points, The Wine Advocate

...brooding, highly ageable wine...

The intensity of fruit is so compelling on

95 points, Halliday Wine Companion

the palate with effortlessly powerful,

...big, bold, Barossa Shiraz.
94 points, The Wine Advocate
Smooth as silk. Rich as melted
chocolate. Plums, soy, earth,
five spice, mint and leathery,
undergrowthy, secondary
characters. Complex, developed,
fresh, powerful, warm and smooth
at once. An ultra-fine mesh of
tannin. Sure-footed in every way.
94 points, Campbell Mattinson
2016 ASHMEAD CABERNET
SAUVIGNON
In 1997 the family sat down to discuss
the viability of a 1944 Cabernet block
- its saving grace was simply the pure
brilliance of the fruit. It was, and is,
always the standout Cabernet block
on our Nuriootpa property.
What, though, makes this wine
impressive, is its sheer strut across the
palate. Buxom and confident, yet
dichotomously restrained...
96 points, Halliday Wine Companion
...a top-notch vintage for Barossa
Cabernet....
94 points, The Wine Advocate
2016 FIFTEEN SHIRAZ
This wine, hailing from the 2016

silky and long tannins that hold the
finish deep. Impressive, old-vine shiraz.
96 points, JamesSuckling.com
2016 ODE TO LORRAINE
CABERNET, SHIRAZ, MERLOT
Named

in

honour

of

Lorraine

Ashmead, co-founder of Elderton,
the winemaking team at Elderton
believe this is truly the hidden gem
of our premium reds.
Sophisticated winemaking weaves
the three varieties into a mediumbodied palate perfectly framed by
oak and fine, ripe tannins.
95 points, Halliday Wine Companion
2016 NEIL ASHMEAD GRAND TOURER
SHIRAZ
A tribute to an amazing individual
who was always willing to push the
boundaries of expectations.
...very attractive and the quality is
very evident. 95 points, Huon Hooke
The flavours are strongly regional...
Salacious, but delicious!
94 points, Halliday Wine Companion
2017 WESTERN RIDGE SHIRAZ
*Special Release* Available through
Cellar Door or our online shop only.

vintage, is a supreme example of

...flamboyant,

rich and luscious Barossa Shiraz.

vanilla, patisserie and baking spices,

oaky

aromas

Only 2544 bottles produced, with

but there’s also plenty of raspberry

each bottle individually numbered

and mulberry fruit... finishes with

and signed by Cameron and Allister

attractively soft, dusty tannins and

Ashmead.

terrific length.
94 points, The Wine Advocate

of

2017 WESTERN RIDGE

2019 BAROSSA ROSÉ

GRENACHE CARIGNAN

It is hard to argue that the world

Truth be told it’s a beautiful wine.

isn’t going through a Rosé revolution

Ever so fragrant, ever so tasty...

at present - perfect for backyard

93+ points, Campbell Mattinson

barbecues through to fine dining

Grenache’s bumptious hedonism
is

ably

tamed

by

carignan’s

bristling acidity and sinew. This is no
exception.
95 points, Halliday Wine Companion

get

what

you

come

for.

Blackberried fruit flavour, coffeecream oak, whispers of earth and a
sound, satisfying finish. It’s dark and
bold... Reliable as ever.
92 points, Campbell Mattinson
It’s medium to full-bodied, lush and
creamy on the palate, with soft,
dusty tannins on the finish.
91 points, The Wine Advocate
2017 BAROSSA CABERNET
SAUVIGNON
The mint-accented, medium to fullbodied 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon is
a blend of Nuri and Greenock fruit.
Aged in French oak, it’s a quieter,
less flamboyant wine than the Shiraz,
with cassis, cedar and mint notes
lingering on the soft, elegant finish.
90 points, The Wine Advocate
2018 BAROSSA MERLOT
The 2018 vintage shows how superb
Australian Merlot can be, showing
a vibrancy and juiciness. It is cool
fermented and has retained its fruit
forward flavours.
2018 BAROSSA GSM
We were very proud of this wine’s
older sibling - the 2017 GSM - winning
Gold at the Barossa Wine Show last
year. It quickly sold out, so get in
quick on this beauty!

dry Rosé that has been wonderfully
crafted to enjoy in any setting.
2019 EDEN VALLEY RIESLING
A stunning wine from a tiny vintage,
recently awarded Gold at the

2017 BAROSSA SHIRAZ
You

restaurants, this is a sophisticated

Barossa Wine Show. With aromas
of enticing white florals and fresh
lime leading to a delicious palate
featuring fresh lemon zest and lime
juice, with savoury nuances.
2017 EDEN VALLEY CHARDONNAY
Well flavoured and formed. It moves
through

the

mouth

with

some

seduction. Stonefruit and melon,
nuts and cedarwood. Creaminess to
the texture though it remains lively.
Mouthful of flavour. Musky vanilla
note to the aftertaste.
90 points, Campbell Mattinson
2018 BAROSSA SEMILLON
2018 gave us good conditions to
make this very small batch wine,
which

we

have

made

using

traditional Barossan techniques. We
are working to protect and promote
the history and traditions of this
amazing Barossa varietal which has
a very long and proud history in the
Barossa Valley.
2019 GOLDEN SEMILLON
With a stellar history including gongs
at the 2012 South Australian Wine
of the Year Awards and 2016 Best
Sweet Wine at the Barossa Wine
Show, this wine flies out of Cellar
Door. 20-34 year old Semillon vines
were cordon cut and the fruit
allowed to desiccate for 3 weeks on
the vine, before hand-picking. With
a palate of dried pear and apricot
marmalade and a balanced acid
finish, this is the perfect end to a
meal - match with blue cheese or
simply use as a topping on some
Barossa Valley Ice Cream Company
vanilla icecream!

UPCOMI NG EVENTS

visit our website for more details eldertonwines.com.au/upcoming-events

The Elderton Tennis Classic (a Fast4 event)

Melbourne Elderton Event, 28 May 2020

@ Nuriootpa & Cellar Door, 10 November 2019

Melbourne Good Food & Wine Show, 29-31 May 2020

Join us for a great day of social tennis. Compete in mixed
doubles to win $1000 of wine, as well as other fun prize
categories, culminating on the grass court at Cellar Door!
2016 Command Seasonal Lunch @ Cellar Door, 7 March 2020
Join us to celebrate the launch of the 2016 Command Shiraz
and 2017 Ashmead Cabernet Sauvignon. Enjoy a 6 course
lunch curated by Peter Clarke, the executive chef of one of
our favourite Barossa restaurants, Vintners. SOLD OUT.
Tasting Australia: Elderton - Vineyard to Table
@ Cellar Door, 28 March and 4 April 2020
Enjoy a vineyard tour, followed by a winery tour to get a rare

Ribs & Red @ Elderton’s Barrel Hall, 5 June 2020
A day when glasses are filled and fingers get sticky. It is not
for the faint-hearted, but for those who like to indulge in some
of the finest red wines the Barossa has to offer. Tickets on sale
now.
Sydney Elderton Event, 18 June 2020
Sydney Good Food & Wine Show, 19-21 June 2020
Seasonal Lunch @ Cellar Door, 4 September 2020
Featuring a guest chef - more details to come early next year

insight into our winemaking processes. At Cellar Door enjoy
five wines matched with canapes.

Perth Elderton Event, 20 August 2020
Perth Good Food & Wine Show, 21-23 August 2020

First Taste of Vintage 2020 @ the winery, 25 April 2020
Join the winemaking team at the winery to celebrate, taste

15CLUB @ Cellar Door, 17 October 2020 *invite only*

and discover Vintage 2020. Then sit down with the crew
for a rustic, shared long table meal featuring fare cooked in
our wood oven accompanied by current release Elderton
Wines and a few rare bottles from the Ashmead family cellar.
Tickets on sale now.

Brisbane Elderton Dinner, 22 October 2020
Brisbane Good Food & Wine Show, 23-25 October 2020
The Elderton Tennis Classic (a Fast4 event)
@ Nuriootpa & Cellar Door, 8 November 2020

W OMEN IN WINE
CELEBRATING WOMEN IN WINE
In September the Australian Women in
Wine Awards were celebrated at a gala
ceremony in New York City. It was a
grand affair, where the best Australian
women in wine - from marketers, to
winemakers to Cellar Door managers were recognised. Our own Jodhi Thoms
made it to the final three in the Cellar
Door category but was unlucky (in our

“...exciting to see
the opportunities
that lay ahead for the
next generation of
trailblazers.”

humble and mildly unbiased opinion!)
not to walk away with the title.
Allister was fortunate to be in NYC for
these awards whilst on a recent sales
trip, where it became apparent at how
hard it has historically been for talented
women to break into their desired dream
roles in wine. As the father of three girls,
Allister thought it was also exciting to see
the opportunities that lay ahead for the
next generation of trailblazers.

We are immensely proud to say that
we at Elderton believe the future is bright
for all talented people, regardless of sex,

WINE IS FOR EVERYONE
When considering wine and gender, it
always strikes us as quite strange that
the richer and more robust Shiraz and
Cabernet based wines of the Barossa
are regularly categorised as wine for
men, when nothing could be further from
the truth. Like fine art, the concept of
wine is subjective and open for anyone
to enjoy (whilst enjoying it with whatever
they fancy at whatever time). Put bluntly,
there should be no barriers and no solid
rules.

and have a fairly equal gender balance

SHIRAZ SISTERHOOD

across our workforce. Highlighting this,

If the Rosé Revolution (often called

in lead female roles we have Lorraine
as owner of the business and UberBoss,
Jules Ashmead as Head of Production
(Winemaking and Viticulture), Samantha
as our Accountant and Jodhi as our
Cellar Door Manager.

Brosé) has taught us that real men can
drink Rosé, then we think it is time to
absolutely bring out the Shiraz Sisterhood!
To illustrate this, Jules and Jodhi share
with us why they love great Barossa
Shiraz.

JULES ASHMEAD

JODHI THOMS

“

“

Big Barossan Reds - what is not to love?!
With some vibrant fruit and tannin to balance,

the depth and complexity of a well-crafted Barossa

My love of bold Barossa reds began through
hanging out with a bunch of slightly debauched

winery kids.

Shiraz is hard to beat. Particularly in the winter

We would raid their parents’ cellars and find the most

months, with a (big!) slice of hard cheese, Barossa

amazing aged traditional Barossa wines, full of body,

Shiraz is delicious.

richness and earthy complexity.

The key is balance without over ripe fruit and correct

For me Barossa Shiraz is still the most satisfying wine.

acidity to help with freshness of fruit flavours.

The warmth and generosity of fruit never fails to

”

speak to me of the place of origin, which is also
reflective of the people and one of the reasons I call
Barossa home.

”

OUT AND ABOUT WITH ELDERTON

1

2

Send us your snaps of Elderton out
and about to jess@eldertonwines.com.au

3
1. Command Shiraz on tour with Derek
in the Bugaboos in Canada; 2. Mike
Gould, President of the Brisbane Club
with an imperial of Command Shiraz at
his inauguration; 3. Commanders Tom &
Michelle celebrated their 50th birthdays
in style with this Command cake!; 4. Len
Conway with his prize for coming 3rd in
the Commander footy tipping competition;
5. Steve and Peter with our new frost fan;
6, Lesley, Rachael and Grace with a 2002
Shiraz; 7. Cameron enjoying the atmosphere

4

at ProWein; 8. Allister in San Sebastian with

5

Eldertonians Barry and Jake; 9. The third
generation at work in the school holidays!

6

8

7

9

