
SMALL IN SIZE BUT HUGE IN HEART

The Ashmead Cabernet Sauvignon 
vineyard takes up only a small slice of 
the Elderton estate in Nuriootpa. It is a 
small plot of vines that we believe was 
planted in the early 1940s and they are 
very much showing their age. Unlike 
Shiraz and Grenache, Cabernet is not 
a variety that particularly likes getting 
old (Ed: I know the feeling!) anywhere 
around the world.

Even before Phylloxera (the horrible 
louse that kills vines by eating their roots) 
spread around the world from the USA 
in the 1890s, growers in Bordeaux pulled 
their Cabernet vines out at 40 to 45 
years of age simply because their yields 
dropped so dramatically in old age and 
often due to a susceptibility to trunk 
diseases. 

THE FIGHT TO SURVIVE

Luckily for our old vines, for the Barossa 
and for South Australia, we have never 

had phylloxera. This is, incidentally, the 
reason we are reasonably militant in 
trying to stop tourists walking through 
our vineyards and potentially causing 
accidental infection. Our vines therefore 
have not been stopped in their tracks by 
any noxious invader, and instead stand 
proudly as some of the oldest and most 
remarkable Cabernet anywhere on the 
planet.

Our vines have also survived because 
of the water-holding red and brown 
clays that allow the old roots to get 
access to water throughout the year. 
And finally, they have survived, because 
of the Ashmead family’s absolute and 
resolute commitment to extend the life 
of these remarkable but struggling vines, 
and in the meantime creating a wine 
that is slowly winning the attention and 
the hearts of fine wine drinkers in Australia 
as well as around the world.

The 2017 Ashmead Cabernet being 
released in this edition of the Elderton 

Buzz is by no means a cheap bottle, but 
we believe it is value within its category 
and among its peers. The Ashmeads are 
unwavering in our belief that it stands up 
remarkably well against the best of the 
rest and proof of this is that the wine has 
represented Australia favourably in the 
Six Nations Wine Challenge on several 
occasions.   

OUR LABOUR OF LOVE

At the core of this wine is a remarkable 
old vine storyline. We hope it continues 
to be appreciated and supported, 
to inspire everyone at Elderton to do 
everything possible to make sure the 
vines survive through every obstacle 
thrown their way – a long way into the 
future. 

The Ashmead Cabernet is an absolute 
labour of love, and proudly carries our 
family name and crest. 

LABOUR OF LOVE

Ashmead on display in the‘Duke’ Wine Cellar, Elderton Wines Cellar Door

“At the core of 
this wine is a 

remarkable old 
vine storyline.”


